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of employment, indebtedness and semi-slavery of the sub-
merged one-eighth of the Indian population.

It cannot be gainsaid that there must be economic misfits
in any vast country with a population of 40 crores. In the
vicissitudes of social history, conquest, expropriation and eco-
nomic degradation have all conspired to lower the social status
of many ethnic groups in India. Many ethnic groups, again, have
not been able to wean themselves from vagrant habits; they eat
carrion and vermin, drink hard and indulge in extra-marital
license. The only occupations they can learn with ease are
plaiting grass and basket-making; such occupations cannot
give much economic opportunities. Many, again, cannot obtain
land; given agricultural opportunities primitive tribes and
castes have succeeded remarkably as settled agriculturists in
Assam; Chota Nagpur and the Central Province. On the other
hand/ in Central and Southern India, in the Central Province,
Rajputana/ Chota Nagpur and Orissa, the majority of the Harijans
do not possess land at all and are agrestic serfs often bound
hand and foot, like the old Negro slaves, to the kind, arid no
social legislation such as the Kamiauti Agreements Act of 1920
in Chota Nagpur, has been able to fully meet the situation
presented by an over-plus of farm-hand population crowding in
agriculture. In Northern India on account of the heavy popula-
tion pressure such Harijans as the Chamars who represent
12 per cent of the total population in the United Provinces can
only obtain the worst and the most distant plots and the worst
wells, and pay the heaviest rents and rates of interest. Their
holdings are as a rule under-sized and the smallest, They
cannot even in the best years make both ends meet by culiiva-
tion, and resort to keeping pigs and flaying dead carcases/
occupations which prevent them from rising in the social scale.
In Western India much of the social unrest among the Harijans
has arisen also because the lands set apart for the services of
village servants or shares of g^ain at each harvest can no longer
maintain the castes who have increased in numbers and cannot
obtain employment*

These are essentially economic, and not social and political
problem's and could only be solved by special measures
and legislation such as the following: making it penal to koep